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BEST LITTLE STORIES

Jim Bowie, William Travis and Davy Crockett were the ‘Big
Three,” but there were other heroes at the Alamo.

By C. Brian Kelly

WITH JIM BOWIE too ill to maintain com-
mand during the final Mexican assault on
the Alamo back in 1836 and his alternate-
in-command, Lt. Col. William Barret
Travis, apparently killed in the early going,
who would have been next in line to take
charge of the defenders in their heroic
stand against overwhelming odds?
According to logic and the chain of com-
miancd, he would have been John Hubbard
Forsyth, 38, a New Yorker by birth who
had drifted southward afier his wife Deb-
orah died in 1828, eventually reaching
Texas as the captain of a volunteer cavalry
group from Kentucky. Originally from
Avon, N.Y, he had studied medicine but
turned to farming instead. . .until deciding
1o seek a new life after his wife's death.
He had arrived at the Alamo at San
Antonio with the men accompanying
William Travis early in 1836, as Texas
fought for its independence from Mexico,
In Texas, notes The Handbook of Texas
Online, the younger Forsyth “obtained a
commission as a captain in the Regular
Texan Cavalry and used all of his available
cash to outfit and supply his company.”
Thus, he would be joining the relative
handful of men expected 1o defend a
hastily fortified old Spanish mission
against an expectantly sizable Mexican
army returning to rebellious Texas after
suffering a stinging defeat at the hands of
the rebels at nearby San Antonio late in
1835 (known as the Battle of Bexar).
With both the sick Bowie and the mor-
tally wounded Travis removed from com-
mand early in the final Mexican assault
on the Alamo, “it is highly likely that the
actual last stand at the Alamo was com-
manded bv New Yorker John Hubbard
Forsyth,” notes the New York state Mili-
tary Museum Web site in an article, “New
Yorks Defenders of the Alamo,” by Cap-
tain Owen C. Johnson.
In fact, as the title might indicate, more
than one man with New York ties was ar
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the Alamo that grim dayv of March e,
1836, which ended in the massacre of all
250-plus {the final count varies by source)
defenders of the old Spanish mission
turned makeshift fort. Taken altogether,
the New Yorkers on hand played a sig-
nificant role in the action,

AMONG FORSYTH'S FELLOW Empire
State companions were two doctors, both
originally from Massachusetts, and a pair
of Englishmen who, like the doctors,
reached Texas alter stops of some length
in New York. All told, six of the Alamo de-
fenders apparently were native to New
York, and another five—Ffor a total of 11
with New York ties—"had resided in the
State before making their way to the
Texas frontier,” adds Johnsons account,

Of that number, certainly one of the
mast important after Forsyth would have
been the Englishman William Blazeby,
who had immigrated to New York "to
make his fortune.” He wound up in Texas
as lieutenant of the Ordeans Greys, “a Texan
Volunteer regiment from Louisiana,” and
he armived at the Alamo as commander of
an infantry company after fighting the
Mexicans in the Battle of Bexar.

One of the Massachusetts-born doctors,
William D. Howell, 43, whao had practiced
medicine in New York and New Orleans
on his way to Texas, also fought al Bexar
and served as a rifleman in Blazebys in-
fantry unit.

The second doctor from Massachu-
setts—and then New York—to give his life
in defense of the Alamo was Amos Pollard,
who had practiced medicine in Green-
bush, N.Y., and Manhattan. [n 1835, he
became an army surgeon for the Texan
Army and, as such, tended the wounded
in the Battle of Bexar and was the “prin-
cipal” surgeon at the Alamo, said William
D Hersee, 31, an antillery sergeant at the
Alamo who had moved o Texas from
New York. He was the ather Englishman

at the Alamo, by the way,

An Irish-born New Yorker also figured
in the dramatic history written hy the de-
fenders of the Alamo. Robert Evans, 36,
a major and chief of ordnance, survived
until Mexican General Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna’s men finally broke through
the chapel door. He was seen by survivor
Susanna Dickinson racing with a flaming
torch to blow up the Texans' powder
magazine to the rear. He was gunned
down before he could get there.

As others may recall also, when Travis
some days before the final Mexican as-
sault on the Alamo issued an appeal for
help—Tfor reinforcements for his pitifully
small band—the only organized troops 1o
respond in person were 32 members of
the Goneales (Texas) Ranging Company
of Mounted Volunteers, commanded by
Licutenant George C. Kimbell, 33, co-
owner of a hat factory in tiny Gonzales.
That same small town generally is cred-
ited as the scene, in October 1833, of the
first real skirmish of the Texan War for
Independence from Mexico,

Sull another of the New Yorkers who
gave their lives al the Alamo, Kimbell was
married and had two children. He and
the rest of his Gonzales defenders arrived
at the Alamo on March 1, 1836. Among
them, ton, would be Susanna Dickinson's
husband—also Kimbell's partner at the
hat factory—Almaron Dickinson. Later,
an independent Texas would gratefully
name a county for Kimbell.

Few, if any, of the New Yorkers are very
well known today, but then that's true of
nearly all the defenders other than the
“Big Three"—Bowie, Travis and fron-
tiersman Davy Crocketl. And yet they all
were volunteers. Mo matter what their
backgrounds, they all chose (o remain
when Travis offered a chance to leave.
And, rather than surrender, they all died
the same death on March 6, 1836, as
Bowie, Travis and Crockett. MH

C Brian Kelly (2006, March). BEST LITTLE STORIES. Military History, 23(1), 74. Retrieved July 23, 2007, from Military Modul e database.
(Document I1D: 977585381).
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