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“Saying Grace”  
When we’re at grandpa’s house to dine 
              He looks around with sober face,  
Then clasps his hands and shuts his eyes 
              And sister says he’s “saying grace.”  
He says big words that I don’ t know- 
              I’m only four years old—but then 
I know two words he always says,  
              One is “Thanks”  and one “Amen.”  
 
While walking in my grandpa’s woods 
              We saw a squirrel, big and grey,  
He held a nut between his paws 
              But did not eat it right away.  
He closed his little shining eyes 
      His hands raised just like grandpa’s then,  
 
I said Oh sister keep real still, 
He’s saying ‘Thank  you’  
and ‘Amen.’   
 
 
Picket Line Post, July 21, 1905 
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“ Want to go for a ride Shasta?”   
Drawing by Bill Alden 
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Looks like enough for  the whole neighborhood! 
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Over the course of organizing the 225th Anniversary of the Revolutionary War in Livingston County last 
fall, it became widely apparent that many county residents and visitors alike did not have a clear concept of 
the events that transpired in our area during the Sullivan Campaign.  Throughout the commemoration 
observances I was asked repeatedly; “ What really happened here?”  and “ Why was Sullivan’s Campaign 
significant?”   These questions were perfectly understandable in light of the fact this perilous expedition 
into the Genesee Country received little overall attention in the history of the Revolutionary War.  To 
further frustrate matters, essential primary source documents of the expedition are often contradictory. 
Secondary sources when available, frequently combine fact and folklore with bias, prejudice and 
exaggeration.  
 
What is indisputable though based on the information available was Livingston County’s pivotal role in the 
war of American Independence. The majority of publications on the Revolutionary War in New York 
recount the battles that occurred primarily in the eastern part of the state. The mere mention of the 
Sullivan’s journey to the Genesee Valley often  results in a quizzical look even by so-called experts. This 
response has not deterred local historians, who by nature continually seek knowledge and clarification.  
More than two centuries later, research and interest has not stagnated. To the contrary, local historians are 
the impetus behind the momentum to bring about awareness and honor to the brave and heroic soldiers who 
fought in the western-most battle of the Revolution in New York State.  
 
The purpose of this publication is to present for the general public a brief historical overview of the    
Sullivan Campaign and a detailed account of the remarkable events that occurred over the course of a few 
intense days in September of 1779, in an easy-to-follow format. Included are vintage photographs, 
newspaper accounts and memorabilia from the numerous observances of this notable event over the years.  
Brief biographies of several of the American, British and Seneca individuals involved along with maps and 
information on related events are also included.  

 
What started out to be simply another commemorative pamphlet for 
the 225th anniversary of the Revolutionary War in Livingston County 
quickly evolved into compilation of scattered miscellany that 
comprises what is arguably the most significant event in the history of 
Livingston County. For this reason I hope the reader will find this 
publication a valuable tool to spark fresh interest and to perpetuate 
tradition in the history of our beautiful valley.   
 

 
 

Livingston County Historian 
June 2005 

�
A huge thank you for the efforts of the Book Committee!  
Front row (L to R) :Barbara Koschara, Amie Alden, Larry Turner.  
Back row: Mike Tunison, Bill Koschara, Tom Roffe.  
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Jason Hewitt, Mail Carrier 1902-1927 


