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2007 Annual Report — County Historian's Office

As County Historian, | was privileged to be a part of numerous events and activities related to Livingston County’s historical heri-
tage this past year. | worked on awide variety of significant projects along with state officials, county departments, supervisors and
mayors, town historians, community organizations and enthusiastic individuals. In the ten years since | first came to work at the
County Historian’s Office, there has not been a year with this much county - wide activity. The interest and appreciation for preserv-
ing our rich, cultural heritage is readily apparent amidst these fast-paced and turbulent times.

Thanks to the assistance of office clerk Sally Schmoldt, genealogist Mary Beth Bimber and dedicated volunteers Linda Dodd and
Chris Thompson, thousands of records were indexed and cataloged. During 2007 more than 300 researchers visited the office and in
excess of 3000 emails and phone call requests were answered in atimely manner. In addition, research assistance was provided to
35,000 visitors through direct public access viathe Internet.

Overall 2007 was a year focused on community outreach and cooperative projects at the state, regional and local level. Asaways, |
look forward to further expanding services and greatly appreciate the continued support of the Board of Supervisors, County Admin-
istrator, County Departments Heads and Town Historians.

|. Office M anagement, Collection Development
1. Preservation and expansion historical records collection:
a. The public research room now contains approximately 250 subject binders accessible to researchers organized
by general topics pertaining to Livingston County and also by subjects related specifically to individual towns.
b. Duplicates were made of 182 rolls of Dansville papers to replace and enhance the collection of historic papers
at the Dansville Library.
c. Completion of agrant from New Y ork State Archives Local Government Records Management | mprovement
Fund to digitize 12,000 Veteran’' s files and conversion to preservation quality microfilm.
The deaths database has been increased to over 32,600.
Indexing of the 1915 commenced and entries from Avon, Caledonia and Conesus have been completed.
Indexing of the Livingston County Poor House recordsin till in process with approximately 1600 entries.
5800 entries were added to the 19" and early 20™ century indexed newspaperslist.
Significant donations included several dozen books and papers from the estate of former Livonia Historian, Ed
Nickerson and digitized images of Livingston County cemetery marked graves by Doug Morgan.
A three -year project to eliminate the use of card filesin the Historian’ s Office was completed. The informa-
tion was entered into a database or copied in alphabetical order and placed in binders for eventual digitization.
j- Documentation of the Vietham War era - | have begun aresearch project to document Livingston County’s
reaction to the war, biographies of soldiers who died in service, monuments established in their honor.
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2. Publications:

a. A book launch for The Photography of Jason Sanford Hewitt, “ Sentimental Journey” authored by myself
with Mary Ransom and Marri Lynne Ransom, was held at the G.A.R. Memoria Hall in Hunt, Town of Port-
age on April 29",

b. | edited and assisted author Hope DePuy of Nunda with the design and printing of Memories of a One-Room
Schoolhouse; District #4, Geneseo, NY.

c. Three editions of Out of the Archives newsletter were published and distributed to all county departments, su-
pervisors and town historians. All past issues are now available to view online at the Historian' s web site.

[I. Community Outreach and Advocacy
1. Coordinated Town Historian’s Quarterly M eetings — All meeting were well attended, averaging 25 —30 people per
meeting between Town Historians, volunteers and guests.
a. April 26" — Springbrook Inn, Caledoniaincluded tour of Caledonia Fish Hatchery
b. August 2™ — Summer picnic Vitale Park, Lakeville with boat tour courtesy of Conesus Lake Association
c. November 15" — Leisure’' s Restaurant, Lakeville. Speakers included Veteran's Service Director Frank Hollis-
ter, VFW Commander Roger Johnson and author and Vietham Veteran, Rick Bartholomew.
d. December 19" — Holiday Open House at County Historian's Office
2. Promotion of Historic Preservation:
a. State and National Register Listings: Throughout 2007 | met and communicated frequently with Robert
Englert, Program Analyst of the New Y ork State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
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[I. Community Outreach and Advocacy - continued
(SHPO) and Cynthia Howk of the Landmark Society of Western New Y ork. Together we toured several
sitesin Livingston County for consideration on the State and National Register of Historic Places. Site visits
included: Caledonia, Geneseo, Groveland, Nunda, Ossian and West Sparta.

b. Heritage New York: | communicated with Richard White-Smith, Executive Director of the Heritage New
York program and acted as a facilitator between the state and the Groveland and Leicester Town Historians
to provide historically accurate information for signage to be placed at the Ambuscade and Boyd and Parker
Parks. Both sites are now included on the NY S Heritage Revolutionary War Trail.

C. Historical Society programs. Attended several programs sponsored by various historical societies including:
Avon Preservation and Historical Society, Livingston County Historical Society, Ossian Historical Society,
West Sparta Historical Society and Y ork Historical Society.

3. Displays and exhibits
Exhibit case at Government Center — Throughout the year items | coordinated displays related to
Livingston County history. Several town historians, historical societies and organizations participated.
4. Programs, Public Speaking, Other
a. Interview with German travel writer from American Journal magazine on Native Americans of Western
New York. April 19",
b. Attended 175" anniversary of Village of Geneseo event. April 21
c. Busaguidefor full day tour throughout northern Livingston County sponsored by Tourism Committee of
Livingston. June 14™.
d. Attendet(g park dedication in Livoniafor Forest “Woody” Vossler, Congressional Medal of Honor recipient.
June 16™.
e. Guest Speaker at the Town Clerk’s luncheon June 27"
f.  Attended Family History Day at Livingston County Museum. August 5".
g. Participated in Genesee Valley Council on the Arts summer camp for kids. August. Attended Genesee Valley
Council on the Arts annual picnic. August 16™.

h.  Wrote community arts grant to fund and assisted with promotion for the Revolutionary War Living History
Weekend at the Ambuscade in Groveland. Sept. 8" and 9.

i. Attended York Historical Society Heritage Wine Tasting event at Hillcrest. September 22.

j. Attended Chamber of Commerce Tourism luncheons, Oct 4™ and Nov. 7. Networked with Chamber and
Tourism directors throughout the year.

k. Attended 200™ anniversary event in honor of Gen. James S. Wadsworth at Hartford House in Geneseo. Oct 7™

|. Radiointerview, WY SL on upcoming projects. Oct. 18".

m. Newspaper interviews — Throughout 2007 | provided reporters from the local papers with press releases on

upcoming projects and gave several interviews to the Livingston County News and the Genesee Country Ex-
press.

[Il. Professional and Educational Development

1. Association of Public Historians of New York State: (APHNYS)

a. Appointed (one of three) Regional Coordinators of Western NY Region 12 (includes Allegany, Cattaraugus,
Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Livingston, Niagara, Orleans and Wyoming counties). April 2007.

b. Attended APHNY S Spring Conferencein Utica, NY. April 30- May 1%.

c. Attended Region 12 Spring Meeting at Lily Dale, Chautaugua County. May 6.

d. Coordinated Region 12 Fall Meeting held in Warsaw. Oct. 13"

e. Attended APHNY S Fall Conference in Hunter, NY. Oct. 21-23.

2. Board member Association of Preservation of Geneseo. (2006-2007)

3. Attended Conference on New York State History, Cooperstown. June 7-8". Sponsored by NY S Historical Association.

4. Grant recipient of theLarry R. Hackman Seminar for Public Historians. | was one of six recipientsin NY Sto
receive the grant to conduct research at the NY S Archives, Albany, Sept. 12th -14th.

5. Committee member of Regional Advisory board of Rochester Regional Library Council, Documentary Heritage
Program. Assisted with coordination of regional NY S Archives month event entitled “ Primary Sourcesin Teaching
and Learning” held at the Rochester Public Library. Oct. 24™.

6. Educational cour ses. completed 11 credit hours with Empire State college, course study included,

Spanish, U.S. Labor History, and Vietnam: A Cross-National Interdisciplinary perspective.

Submitted by Amie Alden, Livingston County Historian, March 2008
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Map attached to documents endorsing Mt. Morris for the
proposed state tuberculosis hospital. NY S Archives.
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Transcribed letter from the Livingston County Historian Veteran’s collection.
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Ed. Note: Sounds delicious! Since Nunda is celebrating it’s Bicentennial this year,
perhaps“ Flying Saucers’ will make a reappearance!
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