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 � � -�. �! �� % soon estab-
lished several mills and a plant that manufactured agricultural tools in the Mendon area. He then became 
interested in the work of Samuel Morse involving the telegraph and in 1840, with Morse and Ezra Cornell 
created the Washington to Baltimore telegraph service. Sibley later served as first president of Western 
Union Telegraph Company. In 1861, with others he formed the Pacific Telegraph Company and the final 
link between the east and west coast of the United States of America was made by telegraph. Hiram 
Sibley’s accomplishments like many, many others who got their start in Livingston County, were numer-
ous and far-reaching.  See page 6-7 for another person with roots from our county making headlines.            
(A.A.)  
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Dear Mrs. Alden,  
Enclosed please find my check for one copy of your book The Sullivan Campaign of the Revolutionary War, The Impact on 
Livingston County, New York. I was able to look at a copy of your book recently at the Revolutionary War Weekend Event at 
Newtown Battlefield State Park. Jane and CT Oakes participated in our event and Jane had her copy with her. She was espe-
cially excited to show it to me and to Pam Newton and Ruth Walters as we three ladies are in a color photograph on the 
pages showing the ceremonies that took place in September of 2004.  
 
I was very impressed with your book….As the 4th great-granddaughter of two men who participated in the Sullivan Expedi-
tion, I think this book is a ‘must have’  for my collection...Thank you very much! 
 
Sincerely, Joyce Bucci 

The Photography of Jason Hewitt “ Sentimental Journey”  is on sale at the County Historian’s Office for $10 ($12 by mail). Also 
available from the Town of Portage, contact Marri L. Ransom at RR1, Box 8, Hunt, NY 14846.  
** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * *
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2006 Annual Repor t – County Histor ian's Office 
This past year the value of preserving the history of Livingston County was recognized in many ways. Involvement in numerous pro-
jects took me to thirteen of the seventeen towns in the county; displays, exhibits, and media coverage brought attention to many little 
known but highly significant aspects related to our cultural heritage; two history and archives conferences in this region exceeded all 
prior records for attendance; and several historic structures and sites were recognized as worthy of state and national recognition.  
 
The highlight of 2006 was the recognition of two sites directly related to the Revolutionary War in Livingston County. After months 
of research and documentation, I completed the nomination of the Ambuscade Park in Groveland and Boyd and Parker Park in 
Leicester to the National and State Register of Historic Places. The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation approved 
the application at the panel review board in October in New York City. 
 
Thanks to the dedicated staff and volunteers at the Historian’s Office thousands of records were indexed and cataloged. In addition, 
research assistance was provided through direct public access and via the Internet. Overall 2006 was a year of tremendous growth 
and development.  I look forward to further expanding services and greatly appreciate the continued support of the Board of Supervi-
sors, County Administrator, County Departments Heads and Town Historians.  
 
I . Office Management, Collection Development  

1.    Preservation and expansion histor ical records collection: 
a.     The public research room now contains approximately 200 subject binders accessible to researchers. The bind-

ers are organized by general topics pertaining to Livingston County and also by subjects related specifically to 
individual towns.  

b.    Original photographs were removed from the veteran’s files and cataloged.   
c.     Cataloging of the postcard collection was completed. 
d.    1000 rolls of microfilm were cataloged, re-housed in preservation quality boxes with archival labels.  
e.     A grant for $17,078 from New York State Archives Local Government Records Management Improvement 

Fund to prepare veteran’s files for digitization and eventual on-line retrieval. The files will also be converted 
to preservation quality microfilm.  

f.     The deaths database has been increased to over 30,000. 
g.     The 1925 New York State Census index was completed and includes approximately 40,000 entries.  Indexing 

of the 1915 commenced.  
h.    Indexing of the Livingston County Poor House records in still in process with approximately 1000 entries.  
i.     The card files of indexed newspapers prior to 1900 are being photocopied for eventual digitization.  
j .     New collections included: donation of Geneseo house histories by Nancy O’Dea; Assessors records of Lucius 

Warner by the Warner family; glass negatives taken by Dan Fink donated by Ron Pretzer; additional Charles 
Cameron papers donated by Arlene Doolittle; and numerous items related to the former Craig Colony.  

2.    Publications: 
               a.   The Sullivan Campaign of the Revolutionary War: The Impact on Livingston County 1779-2004 was                         
                      released in March. 500 copies were sold. This publication is also available fom the Town Historians of Grove- 
                     land and Leicester and at Sundance Books in Geneseo.  
               b.  The Photography of Jason Hewitt “ Sentimental Journey” , A nostalgic portrait of his family, friends and  

      hometown of Portage, New York was completed in December. This was a co-operative project between the  
     Historian’s Office and the Town of Portage funded with a grant award from the Genesee Valley Council on the  
     Arts. The book is also available from the Portage Town Historian.  
c.  Out of the Archives newsletter. Due to the book projects listed above, only one edition was published in                 

������������������������������������������������ ����������������February 2006.  
I I . Community Outreach and Advocacy  

1.    Coordinated Town Histor ian’s Quar ter ly Meetings  
April 11th at Peppermint’s Restaurant in Avon; June 21st at Bill’ s Restaurant in Nunda. Supervisor Phil Brooks, 
speaker;  September 12th,Yard of Ale, York,  Documentary Heritage Program director James Leach, speaker.  
December 12th, Big Tree Inn, Geneseo, Livingston County News Editor Mark Gillespie, speaker. 
Moving the location of the Town Historians meetings around the county the last few years has enabled to the group 
to patronize many area restaurants and allowed for greater attendance. Throughout 2006 I strived to keep in contact 
with all the Town Historians in Livingston County and provided assistance when requested.��
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I I . Community Outreach and Advocacy  cont.  
2.    Promotion of Histor ic Preservation: 

a.     Throughout 2006 I met and communicated frequently with Robert Englert, Program Analyst of the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (SHPO). Together we toured many of the sites in 
Livingston County for consideration on the State and National Register of Historic Places. I completed the 
nomination application for Ambuscade and Boyd and Parker Parks that was approved by the state review in 
October and  also provided historic background information for many of the applications from Livingston 
County. I also met with the officials from the Village of Dansville to endorse the nomination of a downtown 
historic district and attended an informational hearing on the proposed new Town Hall in the Opera Block in 
Avon.  

b.    I met with Richard White-Smith, Executive Director of the Heritage New York program and the Groveland 
and Leicester Town Historians to lobby for inclusion of the Ambuscade and Boyd and Parker Parks on the 
NYS Revolutionary War Trail.  

c.     Attended several programs sponsored by various historical societies including: Livingston County Historical 
Society, Mt Morris Historical Society, Springwater-Webster’s Crossing Historical Society, West Sparta His-
torical Society and York Historical Society.  

3.    Programs,/Public Speaking/Other :����
a.     Rt. 5 &  20 Group Initiative Exhibit. “ 135 M iles of History – Dr ive I t This Summer!”   Photographs from 

Livingston County towns of Lima, Avon and Caledonia were on display at Tom Wahl’s restaurant entitled 
from May – October to promote the cultural heritage of this historic corridor.  

b.    Radio interview, WYSL on upcoming projects.  
c.     Tour  Bus Guide for  Tour ism Committee of L ivingston County, June 8th. Provided information related to 

county history for business owners and others who promote county tourism.  
d.     “ Hands-On-History Day” , Saturday, June 17th focused on the rural heritage of the area. Approximately 

100 attending the all day event. The program included outdoor demonstrations of 19th century tools and activi-
ties. This was a co-operative grant project with David Palmer, West Sparta Town Historian. Genesee Valley 
Council funded the event on the Arts Community Art Grant award.  

e.     Guest Speaker  at the Leadership L ivingston kick-off breakfast, Sept. 7th at the Quality Inn in Geneseo.  
f.     Grave Dedication of Revolutionary War  Soldier , John Salmon, Sunday, September 9th at Lakeview Ceme-

tery in Groveland. Approximately 60 people attended the ceremony.  Larry Turner, Groveland Town Histo-
rian, coordinated the event. I presented a biographical account of the soldier who served with Sullivan’s army 
and returned to the Genesee Valley to reside when the area opened for settlement after the war.  

g.     Exhibit for  1st Anniversary of Center  for  Nursing and Rehabilitation, Saturday, December  2nd. I assem-
bled an exhibit on the history of Murray Hill, the former County Home and Skilled Nursing facility and 
greeted guests and residents throughout the day.  

h. Exhibit case at Government Center  – Throughout the year items related to Livingston County history were 
displayed. Several town historians, historical societies and organizations participated. Themes included 
women’s history, agriculture, town histories, the Red Cross, transportation, and antique toys.  

I.     Newspaper  interviews – Throughout 2006 I provided reporters from the local papers with press releases on 
upcoming projects and gave several interviews to the Livingston County News, the Genesee Country Express 
and the Clarion.  

I I I . Professional and Educational Development 
            1.  Association of Public Histor ians of New York State: (APHNYS) 
                             *Treasurer, Board of Trustees September 2004-2006.  

·       Met with Western NY County Historians, May 2nd, Roycroft Inn, East Aurora.  
·       Attended APHNYS Region 12 meeting, May 6th at the Tonawanda Indian Reservation, Akron.  
·       Attended APHNYS Spring Conference, Columbia University, New York City, June 1-3, 2006.  
·       Planning Committee and coordinator of the APHNYS Fall Conference, Inn on the Lake,           

Canandaigua, October 1-3, 2006. 185 historians were in attendance. 
2.   Rochester  Regional L ibrary Council, Documentary Her itage Program. 
                                 ·      Regional Advisory Committee for Archives Week 2006 “Bridges from the Past to the Present” ,   
                                       October 11th, Genesee Country Museum.  Over 100 people attended.  
                                ·      Attended workshop on “Digital and Analog Strategies for Providing Preservation and Access to  
                                       Collections” , November 17th, Packett’s Landing, Fairport.  
3. New York State Archives Workshop:  “Preservation of Historical Records” , June 28th, Government Center, Geneseo.  
4. College Courses:  Completed 8 credit hours in Educational Planning and American Ethnic History courses.  

Submitted by Amie Alden, Livingston County Historian 
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Above left: Portrait of Cornelia Wadsworth Ritchie Adair, by Eduardo Tofano, 1894. Top right: The headquarters of the JA Ranch Texas., 1908. E. 
Smith collection. Bottom right: Stereo view of ranch. For more information on the exhibit email - ����9 � � � � � �L�M- 9 � � � � 6 � � � � �; : 
 � ( �5G( N�
 � �
http://www.panhandleplains.org/collection/special.php. For more photographs see: www.cartermuseum.org/collections/smith/collection. 
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Livingston County Town Historians and friends gathered for their Christmas 2006 Luncheon at the Big Tree Inn in Geneseo 
with Mark Gillespie of the Livingston County News as the featured speaker of the event.  The quarterly meetings held at          
various locations around the county give the historians a chance to network, enjoy a great meal and patronize local merchants.                                      
Top row (l to r): Tom Roffe, Leicester; Steve Gates, York; Larry Turner, Groveland; Quentin Masolotte, N.Dansville; Havilah 
Toland, Springwater; Dorothy Wilkins, Livonia; Dave Palmer, West Sparta; Mark Gillespie, Livingston County News.             
3rd row: Alberta Dunn, volunteer; Chris Thompson, volunteer; Mary Beth Bimber, genealogist; Eileen LaFave, Caledonia; 
Maureen Kingston, Avon; Sally Schmoldt, Historian’s clerk; Dave Nagel, York. 2nd row: Mary Ransom, Portage;                    
Amie Alden, County Historian; Alice Denneville, Conesus; Mary Jo Marks, Sparta; Nick LoVerde, Mt. Morris.                              
Front row: Marri Ransom, Portage; and Valerie Griffing, Nunda.    Photo taken by Linda Dodd.  


