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. 2005 Annual Reports :
pe So far | have only received 3 annual reports from Town Historians. ¢
¢ If you haven't done so already, please submit areport to your municipality &
: and a copy to the County Historian’s Office. Thanks! :
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The American Hotel, Rt. 5& 20, Lima.
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2005 Annual Report — County Historian's Office

This past year was one of sizable growth and development for the County Historian’s Office primarily due to the grant award from a
New York State Archives used for the creation of a computer catalog system and to purchase necessary equipment and essential ar-
chival supplies. In addition, the first major compilation of the Revolutionary War history of Livingston County since 1929 was com-
pleted and readied for publication in early 2006. | look forward to further expanding services to the public and strengthening the his-
torical records program in 2006 and greatly appreciate the continued support of the Board of Supervisors and County Administrator.

|. Office M anagement, Collection Development and Pr oj ects

1.

5.

Expansion of availability and use of historical records: Over 100 subject binders were added to the public research
room and easily accessible to researchers. All pagesin the binders have been inserted into sleeve protectors and are
well labeled for ease of use.

Book Project: The Sullivan Campaign of the Revolutionary War: The Impact on Livingston County, 1779-2004. After
the 225™ anniversary event in September, 2004, it was decided that a new publication wasin order. A committee met
several times throughout 2005 to develop an outline and bring together all the local resource information available on
this subject. After working on an outline together, | then compiled all the information, designed the layout and graph-
icsfor the book. The committee edited several drafts. Members of the committee included myself, Larry Turner,
Groveland Town Historian; Tom Roffe, Leicester Town Historian; Mike Tunison, represented the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution; William Koschara, Senior Officer of the Children of the American Revolution; and Barbara Koschara,
represented the Daughters of the American Revolution.The publication was finalized and will be ready for releasein
March 2006.

Office Staff:

a. Sally Schmoldt of Dansville was hired as a part time clerk/typist in September 2004. In addition to her general
office duties, she assisted researchers, updated numerous databases and provided reference service to the pub-
lic. Sally has been atremendous asset, dedicating long hours in the reorganization and general management of
the public research room.

b. Mary Beth Bimber of Livonia, an independent researcher not employed by the county, has continued to pro-
vide reliable and professional assistance to the Historian's Office for over fifteen years by handling the re-
guests for extensive genealogy searches.

Grant awards:

a.  New York State Archives Local Government Records Management | mprovement Fund Grant for $25,992.00
was awarded for the following improvements: to undertake a comprehensive inventory/planning project; to
purchase archival boxes, steel shelving, map cases, microfilm cabinets and arolling ladder to provide for
proper storage and access to records. The project was completed in June 2005. Linda Dodd of Geneseo was
hired to do the inventory.

b. Genesee Valey Council on the Arts Community Art Grant award of $2000.00 for a project on Opera Houses
and Halls of Livingston County. Jane Oakes produced a photographic record, slide show and exhibition in
2005. The collection of dlides, photographs and research was donated to the Historian’s Office and available
for use by researchers.

c. Genesee Valley Council on the Arts Community Art Grant award of $1500.00 for a grant proposal written by
the County Historian on behalf of the town of Portage. This award funded the processing of 250 glass nega-
tives taken by Jason Hewitt in the early 1900s documenting people and places in Portage. An exhibition was
mounted at the Hunt Post office during the summer and | created a power point program of Hewitt’s photo-
graphs set to music. The public program was presented at the G.A.R. Memoria Hall in Hunt, town of Portage
in September 2005.

New and/or Expansion of on-going projectsin 2005:
a. Veteran'sdatabase (Revolutionary War to Vietnam) was completed and the list was posted on the county web
site. Alberta Dunn of Geneseo volunteered to catalog photographs of veterans.
Current soldiers serving in the military abroad and on the home front documented from newspapers.
Obituaries database increased to over 17,000.
Naturalization records database containing 7000 names was posted on the county web site.
Biographies of Livingston County Women collection increased to approximately 300 entries.
The 2004 County newspapers were delivered to Records Management to be microfilmed.
Christine Thompson of Geneseo volunteered to index the 1925 New Y ork State Census.
Doris Whitney of Groveland volunteered to catalog the Historian’ s postcard collection.

S@roapo



+ oo 4

|I. Meetings, programs and events attended
1. Town Historian’s M eetings and updates:
a.  The Spring meeting in April was held at the Gaslight restaurant in Danville.
b. The Fall meeting in September was held at Brian’s USA Diner in Leicester.
d. The Christmas luncheon was held at the County Historian’s Office.

Moving the location of the Town Historians meetings around the county the last few years has enabled to the group to
patronize many area restaurants and allowed for greater attendance. Throughout 2005 | strived to keep in contact with
all the Town Historiansin Livingston County and provide assistance when requested. The town of Y ork appointed
Stephen Gates and Davies Nagel, as co-historians in 2005 to take over for retiring Arlene Doalittle and Margaret (Jean)
Copeland. Edwin Nickerson, the former Town Historian of Livonia, who also served for many years as Deputy
Historian, died in October of 2005 at the age of 94.
2. New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (SHPO):
In 2005 | met and communicated frequently with Robert Englert, Program Analyst and we toured many of the sitesin
Livingston County for consideration on the National and State Register of Historic Places. Included were several sites
in the towns of: Avon, Groveland, Leicester, North Dansville, Ossian and Portage. In most cases we also met with the
local officials and the Town Historian who worked on the application for listing on the register. As County Historian,
one of my primary goalsisto continue to work with the SHPO to promote the value of historic preservation in
Livingston County.
3. School programs:
a. Two documentaries with Mount Morris Central School technology class: The history of Mt. Morris 1941-1945
presented in June 2005 and a video documentary about immigration patterns to be released in 2006.
b. Hosted atour of the Historian’s Office for the combined 3" and 4™ grade class from Geneseo School in March.
Hosted a tour for 12" grade class from Geneseo Central School and assisted with a project on the Underground
Railroad in Livingston County (March — May.)
4. Other Community Programs:
a. Gave apower point presentation to the Springwater — Webster’s Crossing Historical Society on doing research
at the Historian’s Office in April.
b. Radio interview with WY SL on resources available and projects of the Historian’s Office in June.
c. Gave apower point presentation at the G.A.R. Memoria Hall in Portage on the Jason Hewitt photograph
collection in September.
c. Gave apresentation to the Geneseo Rotary on the Historian’s veteran's project in November.
5. Rochester Regional Library Council, Archives Week 2005 Celebration Planning Committee: “From Ottersto
Archives; Nature and History in the Genesee Valley”. The program was held at the Seneca Park Zoo in October.

|I1. Professional and Educational Development

1. Association of Public Historians of New York State: (APHNYS)
Appointed Treasurer, Board of Trustees September 2004 (two-year term)
Attended APHNY S Spring and Fall State Conferences:

May 1-3, 2005 -Amsterdam, NY and September 24- 27, 2005 — Alexandria Bay, NY.

2. New York State Archives wor kshops: Disaster Planning for Records Managers, April 13, 2005. Hopewell, NY.

3. Empire State College Cour ses:
Spring semester: Women’s and Family History in America: Colonial Period to Present: completed July, 2005
Winter semester: Educational Planning: to be completed March 2006

V. Exhibits/ Publications/ Website
1. Newdletter : “Out of the Archives’
Two editions of the newsletter were distributed to the Board of Supervisors, County Departments and Town Historians.
2. Displays/ Exhibits

a. Government Center: Monthly exhibits featured many topics related to local history throughout 2005. Several
Town Historians and Historical Societies participated.

b. Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation Grand Opening: At the request of the director Frank Bassett, | created
an exhibit featuring the history of the era of the Poorhouse through to the present-day skilled nursing facilities
in Geneseo and Mt. Morris.

3. Website: With the technical assistance of the ITS department, the Historian’ s page on the county website has been
expanded to include the Veterans and Naturalization lists, past editions of Out of the Archives, and a counter.

Submitted by Amie Alden, Livingston County Historian
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